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1 . WE HAVE MAY 8 LETTER BELOW FROM SHAH TO PRESIDENT. 

REPLY NOW BEING DRAFTED. 

"DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, 

I SEIZE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO DRAW YOUR ATTENTION TO THE 
RECENT TRAGIC DEVELOPMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN. I HAD KNOWN 
ALL ALONG THAT EVENTS IN THAT COUNTRY WOULD FINALLY TAKE 
SUCH A TURN, BUT THESE OCCURRED FIVE YEARS EARLIER THAN I 
HAD EXPECTED. ALL OUR PREPARATIONS FOR DEFENCE PURPOSES 
WERE MADE WITH THIS CONTINGENCY IN MIND, BUT WE WILL NOW 
HAVE TO CATCH UP WITH EVENTS. SOME OF THE RESPONSIBILTY 
FOR ASSURING OUR DEFENCE AND SECURITY REQUIREMENTS WILL 
REST UPON OURSELVES AND PARTLY ON THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA FOR THE ARMS WE WANT TO BUY. IN ADDITION, THE 
OIL COMPANIES WITH WHOM WE HAVE AGREEMENTS AND WHO HAVE 
RECENTLY DECREASED SHARPLY THEIR LIFTING OF IRANIAN OIL 
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WILL ALSO HAVE TO ASSUME A MEASURE OF RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS 
REGARD BY PURCHASING MORE OIL THUS MAKING INCREASED FUNDS 
AVAILABLE FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF OUR PLANS. 

2. IN THESE ANXIOUS AND TRAGIC TIMES, WE FEEL ENCIRCLED 
AND, AS I HAD MENTIONED TO YOU BEFORE, MR. PRESIDENT, OUR 
MAIN SOURCE OF CONCERN IS THE PRESSURE EXERTED FROM 
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CERTAIN QUARTERS TO PUSH EORWARD TOWARDS THE INDIAN 
OCEAN. IE THIS SHOULD EVER MATERIALIZE, IT COULD 
DRASTICALLY ALTER THE ENTIRE GEO-POLITICAL SITUATION 
AND THE PRECARIOUS EQUILIBRIUM IN THIS REGION AND IN THE 
WORLD AS A WHOLE. EULLY COGNIZANT OF THIS THREAT, I 
CAN ASSURE YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT WE WILL DO OUR UTMOST 
TO BRING INDIA AND PAKISTAN TOGETHER AND, I ALSO HOPE 
THAT THESE COUNTRIES WILL BOTH REALIZE AND BE COMPLETELY 
ALIVE TO THE DANGER CONERONTING THEM. 

3. IN OUTLINING THE ABOVE, I HAVE REEERRED TO THE 

THREAT POSED ON OUR EASTERNERONTIERS WITHOUT MENTIONING 
THE DANGER LACING OUR WESTERN ELANKS, INCLUDING THE 
MENACE TO HASHEMITE JORDAN, SAUDI ARABIA, EGYPT AND 
THE SUDAN WHERE EVERY EEEORT MUST BE MADE TO MAINTAIN 
THE PRESENT POLITICAL ORDERS. I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO 
STRESS THAT MY GOVERNMENT IS GIVING EVERY PRIORITY 
TO EXPANDING ITS COOPERATION WITH THESE COUNTRIES. 

GIVEN THE PRESENT SITUATION, I EIRMLY BELIEVE THAT 
SOME ADDITIONAL MEASURES WILL HAVE TO BE ADOPTED 
TO SAEEGUARD THE STATUS QUO IN THE FREE COUNTRIES OE 
THIS REGION. IN THE CONTEXT, I AM VERY GLAD TO OBSERVE 
THAT YOU HAVE RECOMMENDED THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO 
ON THE EXPORTATION OP ARMS TO TURKEY AND, I HOPE THAT 
THIS MEASURE WHICH HAS BEEN APPROVEDBY THE POREIGN 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE OP THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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WILL BE PASSED BY THE CONGRESS OP THE UNITED STATES. 

AT THE SAME TIME, I ALSO HOPE THAT THE ISRAELIS WOULD 
REALIZE THE POTENTIAL DANGER INHERENT IN THE INABILITY 
TO ACHIEVE PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

4. I WANTED TO SHARE THESE THOUGHTS WITH YOU, MR. 
PRESIDENT IN VIEW OP THE VERY CLOSE COLLABORATION 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES IN THE MAINTENANCE OP PEACE 
AND SECURITY IN THIS VITALLY STRATEGIC AREA. I 

SHOULD BE GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD GIVE ME YOUR CONSIDERED 
OPINIONS ON THESE SUBJECTS IN DUE COURSE. 

WITH KINDEST PERSONAL REGARDS, 

SINCERELY, 

M. R. PAHLAVI VANCE 
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